
Introduced by Council Member Brosche:
ORDINANCE 2018-570
AN ORDINANCE RELATED TO TRANSPARENCY IN CITY GOVERNMENT; CREATING A NEW SECTION 126.114 (NOTIFICATION OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS BY BIDDING OR CONTRACTING PARTY), Chapter 126 (procurement code), Ordinance code, to provide for notice of campaign contributions by parties contracting with the city; Creating a New section 602.805 (private air travel with lobbyist), chapter 602 (jacksonville ethics code), ordinance code to require DISCLOSURE BY CERTAIN ELECTED OFFICIALS OF DETAILS CONCERNING USE OF PRIVATELY-OWNED AIRCRAFT; amending section 602.1207 (public records), Chapter 602 (jacksonville ethics code), ordinance code, to require posting OF public record EMAILS, AND DISCLOSURE OF CERTAIN public record TEXT MESSAGES; REPEALING SECTION 602.1213 (Penalty Provisions), Chapter 602 (jacksonville ethics code), ordinance code, to delete the penalties provision; and PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, a transparent and open government is an essential element of a free and democratic society, enabling citizens to exercise their civic duties of influencing legislation, holding government accountable, facilitating an informed public that supports public initiatives, and increasing public trust in government; and


WHEREAS, the residents of the City of Jacksonville deserve to know and understand which external powers bear influence on the exercise of the authority voters have granted to elected officials; and
WHEREAS, ultimately, government has a responsibility to represent the people and the people’s interests, and ensuring an open and transparent government is a basic building block to effective governance; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Creating Section 126.114 (Notification of Campaign Contributions by Bidding or Contracting Party), Ordinance Code. Section 126.114 (Notification of Campaign Contributions by Bidding or Contracting Party), Part 1 (General Regulations), Chapter 126 (Procurement Code), Ordinance Code, is hereby created to read as follows: 

Chapter 126. Procurement Code

Part 1. General Regulations

***


Sec. 126.114. - Notification of Campaign Contributions by Bidding or Contracting Party.


(a) In order to preserve the integrity of the public contracting and purchasing process, any person, company or other entity that seeks to transact business with the City via contract amount equal to or greater than $1 million must disclose to the Department any contribution(s) made by the person, company or other entity to any Duval County political candidate; political committee affiliated with a Duval County initiative, candidate or elected official;  political action committee, electioneering communication(s) organizations advancing with a Duval County initiative, candidate, or elected official, within the previous five (5) years.

(b) The disclosure set forth in subsection (a) shall be made as part of the initial application responsive to an invitation to bid or request for proposals for contractual services, professional services, professional design services, or capital improvements and shall include (1) the name of the person, company or other entity who made such contribution(s), (2) the amount(s) of contribution(s), (3) the date(s) of contribution(s), and (4) the recipient(s) of the contribution(s).  In the event that no application or bid is required before entering into a contract with the City, the disclosure required in subsection(a) and set forth in this subsection shall be filed prior to entering into a contract with the City.
(c)
Any person(s) owning twenty percent (20%) or more interest in any entity that seeks to transact business with the City via contract greater than or equal to $1 million shall be required to file the disclosures required pursuant to this section. 
Section 2.

Creating Section 602.805 (Private Air Travel with Lobbyist), Ordinance Code. Section 602.805 (Private Air Travel with Lobbyist), Part 8 (Lobbying), Chapter 602 (Jacksonville Ethics Code), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:

Chapter 602. Jacksonville Ethics Code
***

Part 8. lobbying
***


Sec. 602.805. Private Air Travel with Lobbyist.  If an elected or appointed City official, travels by private aircraft with one or more lobbyists or by private on official business, the official shall file notification of such travel on a form created by the Ethics Officer, within five (5) calendar days of termination of the travel.  The notification shall include: (1) the name of the person(s) or entity who owns the aircraft, (2) the name of the person(s) or entity who paid for the travel, (3) the date(s) of travel, (4) the destination(s) of travel, and (5) the name(s) of any registered lobbyist(s) who traveled with the filing official.
Section 3.

Amending Section 602.1207 (Public Records), Ordinance Code. Section 602.1207 (Public Records), Part 12 (General Provisions), Chapter 602 (Jacksonville Ethics Code), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:

Chapter 602. Jacksonville Ethics Code
***

Part 12. General Provisions

***


Sec. 602.1207. Public Records.
(a) 
Subject to confidentiality provisions otherwise provided for in this chapter or state law, any record or document required to be filed pursuant to this chapter shall be a public record.
(b)  (1)
Emails between Council Members and registered lobbyists which are public records under state law and which are not exempt or privileged shall be posted on the City’s online portal. (2) The Director of the City Council shall be responsible for determining which emails shall be posted. (3) The Chief of Information Technologies shall establish a procedure and location for the placement of such emails on the City’s online portal.  

(c) 
Text messages between Council Members and registered lobbyists, which are public records under state law related to any City business and which are not exempt or privileged, shall be transmitted by the Council Member to their official City of Jacksonville email account within 48 hours of sending or receiving such text communication.  In the alternative, the Council Member shall have no less than 48 hours to file a printed copy of such texts with Legislative Services provided that in no event shall the Council Member file such written copy no later than 12:00 p.m. on the date of the next noticed City Council meeting following the end of such 48 hours. 

Section 4.

Repealing Section 602.1213 (Penalty provisions), Ordinance Code. Section 602.1213 (Penalty Provisions), Part 12 (General Provisions), Chapter 602 (Jacksonville Ethics Code), Ordinance Code, is hereby repealed, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.


Section 5.
 
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Anna Lopez Brosche
GC-#1230301-V2-Brosche_Amd_126_&_602_.DOCX
1
- 2 -

